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Last Fire Academy graduation

Pensacola Junior College’s Fire Academy presented Thanh “Danny” Nguyen an
honorary firefighter’s certificate Aug. 13 during the graduation ceremony at the
Warrington campus.

It marked the final graduation for PJC’s Fire Academy.

Rick Henderson, PJC associate professor of Fire Science and the Fire Academy,
shared Danny’s story.

When Danny was a toddler, he sustained brain damage from a fall, a condition
that could not be reversed. Today, Danny works at ARC two days a week and has a
service provider for several hours a week. One day, the service provider was driving
by the Ninth Avenue fire stationfand saw the fire trucks outside being washed. She
stopped and asked if one of theffirefighters could show Danny a fire truck.

That was the beginning of thellove affair Danny has with fire stations, fire trucks
and firefighters. Firefighters around Pensacola have been very friendly and happy
to show Danny their fire engines, says Henderson, and the Fire Academy wanted to
make Danny an honorary firefighter before it closed doors.
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